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Responding to the call by central African environment ministers in 2021, scientists from across the central
African region, across different countries and disciplines, spent two days discussing the needs, priorities
and mechanisms to strengthen science in and of the Congo Basin. Scientists from the Amazon region and
across the world joined them, to assess the science needed to inform and improve political decision
making of national, regional and global relevance.

Building on the success of the long-term Brazilian Amazon research and capacity building program that
invested in excess of $100 million, and the Science Panel for the Amazon, and the combined experience of
central African experts, the discussions reflected broad agreement including the need for:

e anew synthesis of existing knowledge that connects scientific domains across the region;

e aconcerted, adequately-funded long-term program to strengthen science and scientists in the
region that builds on existing partnerships;

e the building and strengthening of existing partnerships for long-term investment in institutional
capacity and career pathways for a new generation of scientists from and in the region.

e address the unique needs of the region to increase scientific capacity.

e target our science to the sustainable development and economic needs of the region.

The meeting identified that the ‘Congo Basin’ is an inclusive term, including the contiguous humid tropical
forests of central Africa, mangroves, peatlands, savannas, rivers, lakes and other ecosystems of the region.

Priority themes for both the synthesis of existing knowledge and a future multi-disciplinary scientific
research agenda are:

1) How do central African ecosystems function, and how does the Congo Basin system function as a
regional entity and influence the changing Earth system?

2) How are the ecosystems of the Congo Basin impacted by global, regional and local human activity?

3) How might these ecosystems and the climate of the Congo Basin change in the future?

4) How can scientific data inform climate-resilient sustainable land-use, poverty eradication and other
sustainable development goals across the region?

The participants agreed to take steps to form a Science Panel for the Congo Basin as a unique independent
platform for scientists to enhance collaboration across countries on a synthesis of what we know of the
Congo Basin system, identify knowledge gaps requiring future investment, and help inform policy decisions
and their implementation. The Panel will be inclusive in its engagement and consult widely with key
partners to deliver a complementary high quality internationally peer-reviewed assessment.

The participants further agreed to take steps to form the Congo Basin Climate Science Initiative, which will
develop a long-term Basin-wide integrated research and training program. This will include long-term
flagship research sites across a range of intact and disturbed ecosystems, that implement both
observations and experiments across disciplines. We will scale to the Basin by using dispersed ground data,
socio-economic data, models and remotely-sensed data. Alternative policy options will be assessed using
interdisciplinary models for scenario planning to assist informed decisions by policy makers.
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https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-02818-7
https://www.theamazonwewant.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/220717-SPA-Executive-Summary-2021-EN.pdf
https://www.theamazonwewant.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/220717-SPA-Executive-Summary-2021-EN.pdf
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The participants agreed to form an initial ad hoc International Science Steering Committee composed of
scientists from at least DRC, Gabon, Cameroon, Republic of the Congo, Central African Republic, Brazil
(from LBA), US and European countries, from complementary scientific fields, to draw on the scientific
community to drive this process forward with potential development partners and funders.

Inclusive capacity building is integral to both the Science Panel for the Congo Basin and the Congo Basin
Climate Science Initiative. This includes but is not limited to Centres of Excellence, education, mentorship,
career development, exchanges, engagement and communication across the Basin.

A report on the meeting will be shared shortly detailing the provisional research themes, and a road map
to achieve the research and capacity building objectives.
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For questions please contact:

UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS

Alfred Ngomanda, General Commissioner, CENAREST,

alfred.ngomanda@cenarest-gabon.org



